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German Export Controls
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BAFA
Bundesamt für Wirtschaft und Ausfuhrkontrolle
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German Export Controls

War Weapon Control Act  Foreign Trade Law  Dual-Use-Regulation  Embargoes/Sanctions

Mainly based on 4 pilars
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German Export Controls

❑ Covers production (!) and delivery of listed items (only hardware) within Germany, out of Germany  and transit

❑ ABC-Weapons

❑ Total Weapon Systems (Fighters, Tanks, Missiles, etc.)

❑ Import Sub-Assemblies (Missile: Seeker)

❑ All transactions (productions, deliveries) have to be reported to BAFA twice a year 

❑ All companies handling War Weapons have to keep record in a certain “War Weapon Book”

❑ If something is not in the licence, it´s not allowed

❑ Special EUC requirements:

▪ Always signed by the End-User and/or a government agency 

❑ Responsible Authority: Ministry of Economics

❑ Also involved: MoD and Foreign Affairs

War Weapon Control Act (Kriegswaffenkontrollgesetz)
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German Export Controls

❑ Decision in

▪ Days

▪ Weeks

▪ Months

▪ Years

▪ Unless for the Ukraine…

▪ Double licence requirement for War Weapons

Time is a funny thing
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02 Facilitations 2023
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Facilitation 2023

❑ Long-going application process

❑ Even for EU/NATO partners

❑ Goal for facilitation:

❑ “Export control procedures to be made more efficient Cooperation with partners in the Alliance and those with shared values to be 
accelerated plus more targeted control for third countries”

❑ Approval procedures for deliveries to selected EU and NATO partners and close partner countries will be sped up in that these 
decisions will no longer be made on a case-by-case basis, but will be bundled together more as general instructions. 

❑ In the case of third countries, assessments will continue to be made primarily on a case-by-case basis in order to ensure targeted 
control

❑ For third countries: more in-depth examination procedures on human rights and difficult security situations

❑ 3  packages of facilitation
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Facilitation 2023

❑ 1st package: starting September 1st 2023

❑ For military euquipment:

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence (AGG33) for the export and transfer of other military equipment (with exceptions) to EU 
countries, certain NATO countries, countries with NATO-equivalent status and the Republic of Korea.

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence (AGG34) for the export and transfer of software for articles already licenced (except: 
upgrades) to EU countries, certain NATO countries, countries with NATO-equivalent status, the Republic of Korea, Singapore, Chile 
and Uruguay.

▪ Changes made to the existing General Licences No. 20 (Brokering transactions), No. 21 (Protective equipment), No. 22 (Explosives), 
No. 24 (Temporary exports), No. 25 (Special categories), and No. 26 (Armed forces), by expanding the scope of countries to include 
certain NATO countries, countries with NATO-equivalent status, the Republic of Korea, Singapore, Chile and Uruguay.

▪ Further substantive changes and extensions to General Licences No. 18 (Military clothing), No. 24 (Extending the re-transfer period to 
24 months in all categories), No. 25 (Introduction of a new category for the export of ships for testing international territorial waters, 
No. 26 (Extending the existing category 4.1 c) by including an additional civil intermediate consignee), and No. 28 (Including de 
minimis re-exports in line with the trilateral Franco-German-Spanish agreement).
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Facilitation 2023

❑ For dual-use-goods:

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence (an addition identical in content to General Licence EU001) for exports to the Republic of 
Korea, Singapore, Chile, Uruguay, Mexico and Argentina (AGG37).

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence for goods of list position 2D002 (Software for electronic components) for certain countries 
(AGG38).

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence (AGG39) for the intra-EU transfer of goods listed in Annex IV Part I of the EU Dual-Use 
Regulation.

▪ Changes made to the existing General Licences No. 12 (Doubling the threshold), No. 13 (Addition of three categories: (1) affected 
exports for marine and polar research if the owner of the ship is a federal or Land ministry; (2) the export of statutory marine 
equipment on ships flying the flag of an EU Member State provided that the intention is for the equipment to remain on the ship; (3) 
the export of goods for temporary use or for consumption during archaeological research) and General Licence No. 14 (Pumps and 
valves) by adding to the list of privileged goods and expanding the scope of countries.
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Facilitation 2023

❑ 2nd package: starting January 2024

❑ For military euquipment:

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence (AGG33) for the export and transfer of other military equipment (with exceptions) to EU 
countries, certain NATO countries, countries with NATO-equivalent status and the Republic of Korea and Singapore

▪ Changes in the General Licence (AGG19) for Military Vehicles and expanding the scope of countries.

▪ Changes in the General Licence (AGG24)for return-deliveries (no need to provide the licence for the initial export).

▪ Changes in the General Licence for special categories (expanding the scope by adding categories for export to Germany abroad – 
AGG25).

▪ Changes in the General Licence for Armed Forces (adding Armed Forces abroad – AGG26).

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence AAGG35) for the export of spares with an value of up to 25% of the original exported good 
to certain countries (despite weapon embargo countries + Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaidschan, Burkina Faso, China, Jemen, Liberia, 
Mali, Niger, KSA, Turkey). 
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Facilitation 2023

❑ For dual-use-goods:

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence (an addition identical in content to General Licence EU001) for exports to the Republic of 
Korea, Singapore, Chile, Uruguay, Mexico and Argentina and Brasil (AGG37).

▪ Changes made to the existing General Licences No. 13 (Adding 2B201a) and General Licence No. 14 (Adding 1B118).

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence for the export of spares with an value of up to 25% of the original exported good to certain 
countries (despite weapon embargo countries + Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaidschan, Burkina Faso, China, Jemen, Liberia, Mali, 
Niger, KSA, Turkey – AGG41).
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Background: AGG33

❑ Basic rules:

▪ No export licence in place, that covers the export

▪ No War Weapon

▪ No end-use in embargoed countries

▪ No ABC, MTCR or military end-use(r) (Art. 4 2021/821)

▪ Certain classified goods

▪ No ML01, ML02, ML03, ML21b, ML22

❑ Receipients:

▪ Entities and end-user in EU, NATO (w/o Turkey), Australia, Japan, Liechtenstein, New Zealand, Korea, Singapore, Switzerland

❑ Re-Exports:

▪ Allowed with the countries above

❑ Mandatory:

▪ EUC (official BAFA draft) for permanent exports
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03 Facilitations 2024
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Facilitation 2024

❑ 3nd package: starting April 2024

❑ In general: more power to BAFA for decision making (no need to include „Berlin“) should speed up process

❑ More General Licences should reduce licence applications

❑ Reducing notification requirements for General Licences

❑ For military euquipment:

▪ The introduction of a new General Licence for the export of naval goods to certain countries (AGG36).

▪ Changes in the General Licence (AGG21) for Protective equipment (Adding new countries).

▪ Changes in the General Licence (AGG19) for military vehicles (adding the ML and Ukraine).

▪ Changes in the General Licence (AGG24) for temporary exports (adding certain trade shows: LAAD, IDEX, NAVDEX).

▪ Changes in the General Licence (AGG25) for special categories (adding “in the frame of Bundeswehr contracts” and “technical 
assistance”).

 

❑ For dual-use-goods:

▪ Changes in General Licence (AGG39) for Annex IV items (cancellation of nuclear, military or MTCR appliacation).
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Please note

❑ All changes and facilitations do not cover War Weapons

❑ Turkey is special

❑ What we wish for (German Aerospace Industry Association):

▪ Facilitation on War Weapons

▪ Digitalisation

▪ General Licence for ToT for personal use abroad
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04 Transit
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Transit

❑ Licence requirement for transit of War Weapons through Germany

❑ Responsible Authority: Ministry of Economics

❑ No licence requirement for transit of defence articles through Germany

❑ Prohibition of transitting defence articles with end-use in embargo countries

❑ Licence requirement for transit of dual-use-goods if ABC/MTCR/military end-use (see Art. 4 2021/821)
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Outlook

❑ New German Export Control Act

21
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Outlook

❑ What helps?

❑ Time

❑ Preliminary Inquiry:

▪ Will the German grant an export licence, if the end-use/end-user/political situation do not change

▪ Process can be started in acquisition phase

❑ Any kind of supporting documentation

▪ Your export licence

▪ Your government support

▪ …
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Outlook

❑ Trilateral agreement

▪ On the 40th anniversary of the Élysée Treaty, 22 January was proclaimed Franco-German Day. The Treaty of Aachen, signed on 22 
January 2019, complements the Élysée Treaty and gears the bilateral relations to the challenges of the future. Germany and France 
are significant trading partners for each other in Europe.

▪ Trilateral agreement on exports came into force on October 23 2019

▪ Spain joined during Paris Airshow 2021

▪ Facilitation for

▪ Intergovernmental programmes

▪ Industrial ccoperation

▪ Products for integration (outside such cooperation)

▪ It also includes a more specific “de minimis” rule to facilitate transfers of items from one manufacturer to another, applicable below 
a threshold of 20% and accompanied by simplified licence issuance methods

▪ Contract under international law (!)
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QUESTIONS, COMMENTS
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German Export Controls

Licencing process

26



FSi Oslo 2024 |  Confidental C0  |  Subject to change and errors |  © Diehl Defence  

German Export Controls

War Weapon List
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German Export Controls

War Weapon List
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German Export Controls

War Weapon List
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German Export Controls

War Weapon List
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German Export Controls

War Weapon List
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